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‘One more reason
to love your
neighborhood...

-

Your Peace of Mind Mammogram™
is just around the corner

OFFERING 3D MAMMOGRAPHY

NYY

SCILIS

@ A \ Mammography
21 LOCATIONS IN NORTH TEXAS A Department of
Including Granbury at: I:% LAKE GRANBURY

1310B Paluxy Road. Suite 1000 MEDICAL CENTER

Easy, “real-time,” online scheduling, 24/7

SolisMammo.com | (866) 717.2551
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213 N Crockett Street | Downtown Granbury
Monday - Saturday 8:30 - 5:30
817.573.5321 | www.wagonyard.com
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Furniture » Lighting * Decor




Before, when | looked in the mirror
all I saw was my weight.

Now | see the real me.

The happy, healthy, active me.

As I’'m getting smaller,
my world is getting bigger.

Weight loss surgery changed my life.

FREE WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY SEMINAR

Visit LakeGranburyWeightLoss.com to see our
upcoming dates and times, or call 817-579-3978
for more information.

"/ LAKE GRANBURY
f MEDICAL CENTER

Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical procedure or treatment.



MAGNOLIA

REALTY

Headquartered in Waco, Magnolia
Realty has agents in multiple
cities throughout Texas, including
Granbury. We strive every day to
provide the kind of service our
clients deserve. We understand
this is one of the most important
financial investments most people
make in their lifetime, and we
want to serve you with integrity
and informed real estate guidance
from beginning to end.

Whether we’re helping you buy or
sell, our main goal is to make you

feel “at home” with us.

ZEKE DORR

realtor

allow us to serve you during your
real estate process

- THE ZEKE DORR TEAM

817-559-5812 | zekedorr@magnoliarealty.com



BELGL FROM THE EDITOR

In With the Old

nother Halloween in the books... and I begin to clean up this year’s

porch decor, yesterday’s joy, today’s compost. Goofy’s jolly face
carved in my daughter’s pumpkin has begun to buckle as the fruit
ripens, an unavoidable condition for all of us living things.
Though, this aging process is not so permanent for you and I as it is for our
porch pumpkins. I prefer the term refined, to ripened, or distinguished to old;
just the ticket to enjoy these times and find peace in aging, as we become more
ready than ever to live, laugh and love.
This issue is proof of the sheer resilience apparent in our community and its

members. For me, the reminder awakens my soul and prepares me well for the

holidays. I'm stronger now and better for it, bring on all the anxiety I tell you!
So, show off those laugh lines this season. Embrace all that is riddled with Melissa McGavock

age and wisdom. Trust your fellow man and let us rejoice in the process all

together now.

FROM
OUR
READERS

Let us know how we're
doing:
info@greenfoxmarketing.net
or

201 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048

FoLLow us [ E)
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MANAGING EDITOR

Lake Granbury Living is the best Thank you so very much for making
looking, highest quality magazine in this hometown girl feel so special.
this area! I'm excited about everything Contributing to my community is
they have going on! It's clean, current, a lifelong dream come true, and |
and ALWAYS has great articles! cannot thank you enough for all you

do at Lake Granbury Living!
- Zeke Dorr,

Magnolia Realty Realtor - Sara Miskovic,
Owner of The Pan Handle

“Jan and | love Lake Granbury Living magazine, and we appreciated the
opportunity to share our story. LGL is a quality publication that beautifully
showcases Granbury, Hood County and it’'s most important assets - the folks
who call it home!”

= Nin Hulett,
Mayor of Granbury



ON-SITE LODGING: THE LODGE AND SAFARI CAMP
GUIDED TOURS: FAMILY, SPECIALTY AND GROUPS
CAMPS: DAY, OVERNIGHT AND BADGE

CHILDREN'S ANIMAL CENTER, CAFE AND NATURE STORE

FOSSIL RIM

WILDLIFE CENTER

FOSSILRIM.ORG GLEN ROSE, TX  254.897.2960
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Gone Fishing
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Barry Stokes shares his life and passion.

Let Them Eat Real Food

BY JAN BRAND

A fresh perspective with Chef Curren Dodds.

The Human Public Service
Announcement
P BY JONATHAN HOOPER

All about GISD's Director of Communications.

Home on the Range

P BY LM JOHNSON
Second Chance Farm is full of four legged
characters and heartwarming stories.

With Honor, Courage
and Commitment

P BY CONNIE LEWIS LEONARD
Meet the Winning GHS Rifle Team.

Can You Make a

Narrow Escape?
P BY MARTHA HELTON

Big city mastery-room style
entertainment in Granbury.

Adoption - A Unique
and Blessed Bond

BY PEGGY PURSER FREEMAN

The labor pains of adoption last longer
than natural birth, but the rewards

are just as wonderful.

Mindful Hoarding
and the Power of No

In the mind of local Artist, Elise Techentine.

Honest Answers to a
Facebook Questionnaire
BY DENA DYER

Beloved local writer and speaker answers
the truth about her firstborn.




Hometown
Happenings
50 Fellas Foodfest
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Paranormal Expo

76 Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts

Rubbish Revival Girl's Night Out

Bundiles Of Joy

Welcoming the newest
additions to Hood County

How to Get
Involved
Philanthropic happenings to

look forward to this season
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BELGL ‘ FROM THE PUBLISHER

#TeamGoals

=(left to right) Tori Townsend | Melissa
Eric Wilkins | Lindsay Milson | Ja

older weather brings us the joy of the hol-
C idays, a desire for coziness, and often the

opportunity to spend quality time with
those we care for most... oh, and sometimes too
many baked goods from said loved ones. But that’s
what New Year’s Resolutions are for, right?

Our GreenFox Marketing family has experi-
enced a very exciting growth spurt this year. Like
a large and diverse family gathering over the hol-
idays, we too find ourselves feeling thankful. In
our case, we are grateful to so many in the Gran-
bury community who support us in business and
in our adventures to come.

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

Skt ssica McElroy | Lindsey Haasg | A
@timer Tim Justis | Jason Barbaree | Dawn

This Lake Granbury Living issue marks the
first of many volumes to come that will be pub-
lished by the team at GreenFox Marketing. Gran-
bury deserves a beautiful and thoughtful publica-
tion that celebrates its unique people, places and
stories - and we are confident that you’ll find this
issue reflects that.

We hope you’ll join us in joy as we continue
to grow as a company and as individual members.

Eric Wilkins, CEO
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ABOUT THE COVER

Pictured is Junior the
Donkey, resident of
Second Chance Farms.

Photo By: Layth Taylor

Purchase a print of your favorite photograph
or let us know what you think of our work.

INFO@GREENFOXMARKETING.NET
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FEATURED

Barry Stokes
has been on
TV helping
folks catch
fish for more
than three
decades.




NE
ISHING

Words by Alan Snagg
Photography by Layth Taylor
and provided by Barry Stokes

BARRY STOKES LOVES TO
BRING HIS FRIENDS ALONG
ON HIS FISHING TRIPS.
AND BARRY HAS LOTS OF FRIENDS.

he host of "Fox Sports Outdoors" fishing show is seen

by viewers across 11 states. From Texas to Oklahoma,

all the way to the Carolinas and Georgia, his show can

be viewed from March through November. "We run
three quarters (of the year). Most shows only run two," Barry
said. "And it's current. We have 10 reporters...Our goal is for
people to watch the show and be able to go out and catch fish
that week."

Barry has been on TV helping folks catch fish for more than
three decades. Prior to his current show, he hosted "Outdoor
Trails", a nationwide broadcast, for 18 years. "The economy got
us," Barry recalled of that show coming to an end. "It started in
1999. The business environment got terribly difficult and every-
body cut their advertising, along with the dot.com bust. We had
a nice little setup in Aledo."

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST 11
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March, 1972 Lake Holbrook

But Barry is as happy as he's ever been doing "Fox
Sports Outdoors." He is joined by wife Laurie as they
hit the broadcast trail each February through Octo-
ber. In fact, she is an integral part of each broadcast.
"My wife decided she would learn how to operate
a television camera,” Barry said. "She doesn't fish
much, but she really enjoys running that camera,
and she's great. She's the primary camera person on
the show." Laurie also handles a lot of the paperwork
and scheduling that goes with running the show.

"If he needs for me to troll a line behind the boat,
whatever is best for the show, that's what I'm there
for," Laurie said. "I love to travel, so my favorite part
is being able to go with him. We are so blessed to be
able to do this together."

While Barry is the star, there are many other peo-
ple who help make it happen, he stresses, including
the aforementioned reporters, a full-time producer,
and even someone who handles weather reports.

Though they spend much time away, the couple
still call Granbury home. Their own office, as well

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

as their social media team are located in Granbury.
The Stokes have lived on Lake Granbury for 21 years,
where Barry will often escape in the show's offseason
for some private time on the lake. "We came here
and visited for our anniversary one year and just
said, "You know, this wouldn't be a bad place to live,"
Barry said. "It's a better environment to raise our
kids, and I've spent hundreds of hours on the lake
over the years."

Barry recently turned 60. He and Laurie have
been married 39 years. They have two grown chil-
dren and are "still waiting" on grandchildren, Barry
jokes.

Barry was introduced to fishing when he was 5
years old. It was on a fishing trip with his dad. "I
clearly remember. My dad took me to Lake Arling-
ton," he said. "He bought some earthworms and we
went out on the shore. We were perch fishing... It
just hooked me. Watching that bobber go up and
down, it connected with me. I realized that day I was
destined to do what I'm doing now."



Barry has competed professionally, but more
than that he loves communicating with viewers
through his show. It was also early in life that he dis-
covered his passion for broadcasting. "As a teenager
I watched every Rangers and Cowboys game and I'd
pay close attention to the announcers, listening to
their every word," he said. "I would have my parents
drop me off at TCU games, and I'd buy a ticket and
sit in the top row. I'd broadcast into a recorder like I
was doing the game live."

Barry went on to get a broadcast degree from
Oklahoma Christian University. He worked at
various radio stations, including hosting a fish-
ing broadcast on WBAP for 15 years. "It was then
I thought about giving TV a shot," he said, noting
that he'd been inspired by the likes of professional
anglers Jimmy Houston, Bill Dance, Freddie Grant,
and even Curt Gowdy's "American Sportsman.”

So, in 1985 he sold his pickup truck, bought some
equipment and started his own show on Channel 27
in Dallas. "It wasn't a lightning bolt, just something

that, with persistence and longevity, paid off," he
said.

Barry said the show involves more traveling now
than ever before. He and Laurie are on the road much
more, but with the children grown and moved out,
they have turned it into an adventure. An adventure
that includes a lot of work. "I spent 140 nights in a
hotel last year," Barry said. "It's not glamorous. It's
hauling cameras in and out of hotels, spending 12-
13 hours in the water, getting up at 4 a.m., always
changing batteries in cameras, cleaning equipment,
transferring video. "We're exhausted at the end of
the day. But we love it."

Barry said part of the show's continued popular-
ity is connected to their willingness to experiment.
And experiment they do; during the offseason Lau-
rie is going to learn drone technology so that she can
capture footage from the air. They also use Gopro
cameras sometimes during filming.

In fact, Barry recently filmed an entire segment
without a camera person. A regular TV camera

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST
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Barry said after all these
years, his favorite part
of it all is still teaching

people to fish.
—




"I LOVE TO TRAVEL, SO MY FAVORITE PART IS BEING
ABLE TO GO WITH HIM. WE RRE SO BLESSED TO BE
ABLE TO DO THIS TOGETHER."
= LAURIE STOKES

was strategically placed, and he combined that
footage with footage from a Gopro and his smart
phone. "I was able to basically photograph myself
with nobody else in the boat," he said. "I spent all
day and was able to catch a lot of black bass. "It was
extremely difficult. I don't ever plan to do it again,
but it was fun."

Barry said after all these years, his favorite part
of it all is still teaching people to fish. "I really get a
thrill out of figuring out how to catch and relay that
to the viewer," he said. "Then I'll run into one and
they'll say something like, T watched your show,
then I went out with my kid and we caught them’.
I've caught tens of thousands of fish, but to me the
most fun is watching others. I'll grab somebody
around here sometimes and get them in the boat
with me and take them out. That's the biggest thrill."

Laurie, on the other hand, still loves watching
Barry fish after all these years. "It's fun for me to
watch him catch some really big fish, some he's
never caught before,” she said. "It's funny when he
stomps his foot when one gets away, too."

The challenge of finding fish is also one of Bar-
ry's biggest joys. "You've got thousands of acres of

water and the fish can go anywhere," he said. "When
you launch a boat on the Gulf of Mexico and find
fish, to be able to accomplish that, for example, is
really exciting."

His favorite form of fishing is when he's on his
own fishing for crappie in deep water. "Most people
might think it would be big fish, bass, even sword-
fish, but I love crappie and the challenge they rep-
resent," he said. "I like to use all my electronic gear
and find underwater ledges, find those structures on
the bottom of the lake (where they hide)."

While Barry was successful for the two years
he fished on the Bassmasters Tour, he found it kept
him away from home too much and he enjoyed his
hosting gig much more.

Barry is in no hurry to retire, but he said he
realizes an exit strategy is prudent. "We're bringing
in some young guys and easing them in a little at a
time," he said. "I still hope to own the show, manage
it, deal with all the sponsors, but to back off on the
traveling and such over the next five to 10 years."

Then, he smiled, and said, "T am the most blessed
guy, to catch fish and get paid for it for this long is
an absolute dream". MLGL

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST
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LET THEM EAT REAL FOOD

Words by Jan Brand | Photography by The Seventh Lens

CHEF GURREN DODDS IS A
MASTER AT MAKING HEALTHY
FOOD AND INGREDIENTS
DELICIOUS AND ACCESSIBLE.

hether it’s huddling around a fire pit next

to a chuckwagon, or eating at the iconic

Delmonico’s in New York City (which

just celebrated it’s hundred-and-eightieth
anniversary), it’s all about the food.

More and more, people are beginning to under-
stand that food, as nature made it, is healing and
strengthening to the body. Shifts in the way we think
about food and the ingredients we use to make our
meals have given way to a new movement geared

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

towards real food and ingredients that many believe
will not only help us live longer lives, but keep us
healthy so we can enjoy the years.

The new “clean food” movement has attracted
culinary experts and chefs world-wide, including
Chef Curren Dodds, owner of Let’s Eat at Hidden
Oaks Golf Club. His name, Curren, is Gaelic for
hero, a name which he has grown into as a champion
of the healthy eating revolution.

Chef Curren doesn’t remember a time he didn’t
love food. His mother was a hospital dietician who
used her skills to provide savory meals for her
family. At the age of eight he found his mother’s
cookbooks and began the journey that would make
cooking his life’s calling. He baked brownies. At
sixteen he went to work for a national chain Ital-
ian restaurant as a scrapper, where he scraped and
stacked plates. In time, he was promoted to making
pasta and appetizers.
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Chef Curren




In 2015,

Curren toured
Europe for
seven weeks.
Impressed by
the European’s
respect for
natural food,
he came
home with a
new resolve
to make his
food better.

It wasn’t until he went to work for a master baker
at the Dutch Regal Bakery at Whole Foods in Dallas
that he became captivated and knew he would do
this for the rest of his life. Even though pastry is
no longer the focus of his food, he values the time
he spent learning the discipline of baking. Unlike
cooking, where a recipe can be amended, baking is
considered a science. If you leave an ingredient out
of a pot of beans, you can add it later. If you forget
an ingredient in cake, you might not want to eat it.

In 2015 Curren toured Europe for seven weeks
and was stunned to see you could get fresh food and
fresh pastries at convenience stores. Impressed by
the European’s respect for natural food, he came
home with a new resolve to make his food better.

When he was asked to cater a dinner for forty
he began to see the powerful impact his new appre-
ciation for real food would have on his future. The
woman giving the event gave him a list of things
necessary for the meal - all organic, natural ingre-
dients. To his surprise, out of twenty-thousand items
in stock, the wholesaler had less than a hundred
organic, unprocessed foods or that were not genet-
ically modified organisms (GMO). In other words,
not real food.

20 LAKE GRANBURY LIVING



The woman believe the requested food was what
had healed her of cancer. The forty dinner guests had
similar stories, and claimed that eating real organic
food had healed them of deadly diseases. Curren ex-
perienced an epiphany about food that changed his
life for the second time.

At the time, his mother was experiencing serious
health issues, including diabetes and high blood
pressure. He moved her to his house and began her
days with whole-food juices, which always included
green plant food. He made meals packed with nu-
trients. He used coconut cream and coconut oil to
cook with. In seven weeks his mother had lost sixty
pounds and her blood pressure was normal. Her
eyesight had also improved.

The whole food revolution began in 1976. After
curing himself of heart disease through diet and
exercise, Nathan Pritikin founded the Pritikin
Longevity Center to promote a healthy lifestyle of
natural food and exercise to eradicate heart dis-
ease, diabetes, hypertension, and obesity. Others
soon found many kinds of cancer lost the battle to
a high-nutrient diet. Pritikin considered diet the
cause and the cure of many well-known diseases.
He led the diet and health revolution that has gained

Patrons of the new

Let’s Eat can enjoy Chef
Curren’s exceptignal food
complete with family-style
seating that allow diners

to meet their-f?hboi’s_.
il

momentum in recent years.

In 1980, John Mackey and three friends opened
the first Whole Foods Market, originally named
Safer Foods, a parody on the Safeway brand. The
natural food interest continues to grow today. Whole
Foods has 473 stores, with ninety-one-thousand
employees, and growing. Super markets are adding
organic food sections to their inventory in record
numbers as consumers flock toward better choices
for themselves and their families.

After the success with his mother’s health, Chef
Curren was hooked on healthy food as a way of life.
He became committed to making food that was both
tasty and healthy. His all-natural corn-beef sand-
wich is without a doubt one of the best sandwiches
I've eaten.

An all-natural diet means there are no chemicals,
and no added hormones or antibiotics in the food
chain. No pesticides, herbicides or insecticides. No
additives to give the food a longer shelflife. The food
is processed as little as possible to leave the maxi-
mum amount of nutrients to restore damaged cells
- it’s about food in its natural state.

During his years in Bluffdale, Chef Currren
built a name for himself through exceptional food.

-

DID YOU KNOW?

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST 21
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Celebrities such as country singer Jewel,
three-time Professional Cowboy Associ-
ation Bull Riding Champion Tuff Hede-
man, nine-time World Champion rodeo
cowboy, Ty Murray, and Ruth Buzzi of
Laugh-in and the Dean Martin Roasts-
fame, became regular diners. People
drove for miles to enjoy the food at Let’s
Eat.

When a disaster made it necessary
to leave the Bluffdale location, April and
Josh Wilks invited Chef Curren to move
his restaurant to Hidden Oaks Golf Club.

Now, not only can residents enjoy a
sumptuous meal, they can play a round

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

People drove for
miles to enjoy
the food at the

Bluffdale, Texas.

of golf and bring the whole family for
a game of horse shoes, corn hole and
golden tee. Patrons of the new Let’s Eat
can enjoy Chef Curren’s exceptional
food complete with family-style seating
that allow diners to meet their neighbors
and get to know people they wouldn’t
ordinarily have the opportunity to get
acquainted with.

Let’s Eat isn’t just delivering delicious
and authentic food, even though it’s
worth a visit just for that, it is now in a
location that can make for a great family
outing. Some of the best memories are
made around family and food. MLGL

original Let’s Eat in
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HOMETOWN HAPPENINGS

50 Fellas Foodfest

Granbury Reunion Grounds - Courts Cleveland Showbarn
Saturday, October 21, 2017
Photography by Tori Townsend
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This annual Granbury Education Foundation event that “ FEllns L TT[:H LRY 15D “
features 50 teams of two men each that prepare and serve R

an appetizer, entrée, or dessert in small one-bite samples. b 3 :I:_':

Cooks range from GISD superintendent Dr. James Largent e ‘ F“nnFEST
and men from each school campus to elected officials T s

and businessmen in the community. The food is judged by

popular vote of those who attend. MVWM
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The Human

Public Service

Announcement

Jonathan Hooper

he road from

Honolulu to

Granbury is one
less travelled—and it
isn’t even a road.

One can get here from there: it
just takes a while. From one mil-
itary base across an ocean to an-
other, through stints in west Tex-
as, Washington D.C. and Austin,
the path is hardly a straight line,
much less a wrinkling tesseract.
But such was the path taken by

Shad Ramsey

the Granbury ISD Director of
Communications, Jeff Meador.

You may know Jeff, even if you
have never met him. You may have
seen him taking photos at Gran-
bury schools. Perhaps you have
received notices for bad weather
days at school, or read about the
recent construction and technol-
ogy improvements at Granbury
High School, or seen him on stage
at the Granbury Opera House, or
enjoyed his culinary style (or lack
of it) at the annual 50 Fellas Food-
fest. That’s Jeff.

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST

Jeff Meador
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“The first thing people
ask me is ‘where is your
camera?’ If they can’t
see it right away, they
think | don’t care about
the event. | have the
camera. | always have the
camera. But sometimes
if the event needs to be
up on media quickly,
| can shoot it with my
smartphone, and it is up
on Facebook or what-
ever before people can
finish their question."

- Jeff Meador

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

Jeff moved to D.C

in 1999 to work as a
legislative assistant'

of education with
Stenholm until 2002
when he became
campaign manager for
the 2002 election.

Meador was born in Honolulu, where
the family had moved following his fa-
ther’s second tour of active duty in Viet-
nam. A few years later, the family moved
to Ft. Hood, where the family settled in
Copperas Cove. His dad later became
an educator, teaching 5th grade Science.
His mother was also an educator, first
as a librarian, then later an educational
diagnostician. They moved to McCamey,
TX “because they paid a lot better in west
Texas than Cove.”

“My sister had been in band in Cop-
peras Cove, and she was a very good flute
player. But I thought the saxophone was
the coolest thing ever, so I joined the
band.”

The band in McCamey was typical
of many west Texas bands programs at
the time. There were about 200 students
in the school, and more than half were
in band. “We went to State Marching
Contest twice, and were runner up in the
Honor Band competition for Class AA.
We were energized to win, and had plenty
of competition around us.” Meador later
went on to attend Tarleton on a partial
music scholarship.

As a Political Science major at

Howard Payne University and later at
Tarleton State University, Meador had
a goal of working in Washington D.C.
Unfortunately, he did not know anyone
there, and his family had no connections
inside the Beltway. He applied for a sum-
mer internship with U.S. Congressman
Charles Stenholm in 1993, and won it,
leading to additional work after gradua-
tion with Stenholm as his assistant cam-
paign manager for the 1996 election, and
as campaign manager in 1998. He moved
to D.C in 1999 to work as a legislative
assistant of education with Stenholm
until 2002 when he became campaign
manager for the 2002 election.

Following that successful campaign,
Jeff took a break from the life of public
service and moved to Austin to work for
Sprint for three years as a Regulatory
Affairs Manager.

“Boring. But I was able to utilize some
of my political skills working with the
State Public Utilities Commission and
with various groups on telecommunica-
tions issues. Still boring.”

Upon realization that the corporate
world did not suit him, he took a position
as the public policy information officer



in the Center for Agribusiness Excellence at Tar-
leton, working with studies regarding federal crop
insurance program. His expertise gained from the
Stenholm years in DC and west Texas fit nicely.

One year later, Meador found his way to public
education. It had been lurking about for generations.
In addition to his parents’ involvement in public
schools, his great-grandparents believed in the im-
portance of education so much that they moved to
the Rocky Point community near Stephenville for
closer access to John Tarleton Agricultural College,
now Tarleton State University. His grandmother en-
joyed a career in public education that spanned from
the 1930’s to 1978, earning a Master’s degree in Edu-
cation at North Texas State Teacher College, now the
University of North Texas. His grandfather started
as a farmer near Stephenville, and later became a bus
driver and custodian.

Where Is Your Camera?

He began his career in the Granbury ISD as the
Public Information Officer in 2007. As technology
rapidly changed, so did his duties with the school
district. The job today is more about establishing
better communication with the teachers, students,
and parents, and then on into the community.

“Myrolein 2007 was very similar to my role today,
but the technology has changed the actual work so
much since that time, particularly the various means

— Y
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In January 2017, Jeff's
family established an
endowed scholarship

for public school
teachers seeking
graduate degrees.
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of the transmission of information. So

the job evolved with the demands of that
technology, including social media, text
messaging, automated phone calls, and
other exchanges and interactions with
parents and teachers that did not even
exist ten years ago.”

A recipient of multiple awards and
honored by critical acclaim for his edu-
cational reporting, Meador seems to be
everywhere every day. Early mornings
might begin at an elementary school
event before breakfast, followed by meet-
ings with parents or administrators or
both, and an approaching press deadline
to print media by noon. A quick lunch
before taking photos at a middle school
event leads to more meetings, then still
more meetings, more writing, improving
the various district web pages, more pho-
tos, and late afternoon travel to an out
of town concert or game, and another
deadline, perhaps to the local newspaper,
or a media outlet in the Metroplex.

“The first thing people ask me is
‘where is your camera?’ If they can’t see it
right away, they think I don’t care about
the event. I have the camera. I always

have the camera. But sometimes if the
event needs to be up on media quickly,
I can shoot it with my smartphone, and
it is up on Facebook or whatever before
people can finish their question. But I
always have the camera. Well, almost
always!”

Nobody Likes Bus Duty...
Working directly with teachers,
parents, and students is the best part of
Meador’s job. He is happiest when he can
be a successful advocate for the students
and for the programs in which they are
involved. He does his best work promot-
ing the numerous success stories found
in every Granbury school. For him, those
are the easy parts of the job. But there are
also those trying times when he has to go
strictly into “work mode” and deal effi-
ciently with the confidential information
related to sensitive topics or tragic acci-
dents. “Those are so very tough, but must
be done, and I am the guy who must do
it. Those events, and bus duty. I actual-
ly do bus duty at the high school on an
occasional basis. Nobody likes bus duty.”

r

In the ten years Jeff
Meador has spent
working for GIS,

his role remained
consistent, but

the importance of
technology in that
role has increased
dramatically. Each
advancement creates
a hew communication
tool for parents

and students.
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"I can hardly imagine living without hope...
Hope forces me to believe that those better
alternatives will prevail, and above all it forces
me to do something to make them happen.”

- Vaclav Havel

There Are No Small Roles...

In addition to his work in the schools,
Meador has been active in numerous
community endeavors, and has served on
the boards of Hood County YMCA, Op-
eration School Supplies, GISD Education
Foundation, Ruth’s Place, Boys and Girls
Club, and others. Since 2015, Meador has
been also extremely active at the Gran-
bury Opera House, serving as secretary
on the board for the Granbury Theatre
Company. Did his previous career in pol-
itics prepare him for the stage? He thinks
that perhaps his behind the scenes roles
in Washington politics is similar to his
participation in the GTC, but his acting
skills were not a part of the D.C. scene.
He gets a lot of satisfaction from his role
in finding the potential in the struggling
organization and helping to turn it into
a vibrant center for the arts, bringing

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

thousands of people to downtown and
the greater Lake Granbury community.

“People have been kind to let me act
on stage in five productions, and serve as
assistant director for two more, butIdo a
lot more work in the areas of marketing,
promoting, and communications for the
GTC. There is a tremendous amount
of talent, both local and imported, that
finds its way to the Granbury Opera
House stage. It’s incredible for a small
town and theatre of our size. And our
theatre itself is remarkable!”

Promoting events and organizations
while advocating for people is a way of life
for Jeff Meador. His life has been a shared
legacy of public service to the citizens of
Texas, generation after generation, in the
best Texas tradition of farm and educa-
tion, always looking to the future while
taking care of the present. MLGL
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Amore is living up to his name. I e G S R e e
He grins and wiggles gleefully as I scratch his ears, then st i ; G s o P At
makes a sly attempt to nibble my hat, which is taking up the e, 3 %* S L i ﬂ?‘w h

place on my lap that he would like to occupy. My host laughs as
she comes to the rescue of my headgear. “Now doesn’t that look
like a normal dog to you? He doesn’t know that there’s anything
wrong with him. He’s as happy as he can be.”

"'glﬁ'?‘nigf.
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But there is something wrong—or at least differ-
ent. Amore is an almost white Australian Shepherd,
born permanently blind and deaf due to inbreeding.
His owner and caregiver, Sandi Walker, explains,
“He’s a double merle. You should never breed merle
to merle in any breed, but people do it, and this is
what can happen.”

The demand for lame, halt, and crippled animals
is no greater than it is for humans. But for a dog like
Amore, there is an option. This is Second Chance
Farm, and its mission statement is both a challenge
and an admonition: “Let’s Redefine Normal.”

A few miles west of Granbury, down a series
of narrow roads that snake away from 377 south
into the cedar, the seventy acres of what was once
a family farm is the refuge and in many cases per-
manent home of a varying number of animals who
have found a welcome they would likely have found
nowhere else. At any given time, there are as many
as a hundred assorted creatures—horses, donkeys,

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

“'statement for
r,Second Chance

- Farm is both a
challenge and an
admonition: “Let’s
Redefine Normal.”

pigs, sheep, cattle, birds, the occasional cat, and
many, many dogs—enjoying lives that in most cases
would have ended long ago for the sake of human
convenience, or out of misguided compassion.

But twenty years ago, owner Sandi Walker had
an epiphany. “I had a horse that went blind so I put
him with a crippled cow. Then I put a bell around
the cow’s neck so the horse could hear her. So my
horse got a seeing eye cow. And that worked out.”
The farm that she shared with her now 91-year-old
mother became Second Chance Farm, a place ded-
icated to making the seemingly impossible animal
rescues that almost no one else would consider, let
alone attempt.

Second Chance is a comfortably sprawling place,
with large dog pens interspersed with pasture land.
Each pen is graced with what appears to be a Hobbit
house-- a small, tidy, air conditioned and heated
shed that typically shelters two residents, each with
his or her own space and bed. There is a comfortable



“..I think I could turn
and live awhile with
the animals....they
are so placid and
self-contained,

I stand and look at
them sometimes half
the day long.”

—WALT WHITMAN

Junior the
donkey was
born with a
cleft palate
that marked

him for

CI L ELEER
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Second Chance Farm

is a comfortably

sprawling place,

with large dog pens e
interspersed with .
pasture land.

looking hen house for a small flock of once homeless
chickens, a tank where assorted ducks paddle and preen,
including one recent refugee from our storm-ravaged
Gulf coast. A golf cart makes getting around easier, and
as we roll past the various enclosures, an entourage of
teasing, cheerful dogs trots beside us as Sandi greets the
residents by name.

Everyone here has a backstory. Blossom the pig, a
massive black and white sow who eyes us at the sound
of her name but does not rise from the comfy shade of
her sty, probably spent her earlier life as an ag project, a
situation that commonly ends as expensive pork chops.
The same is likely true of Leonard, a young Jersey steer
who shares his paddock with Lopez, a massive and placid
Brangus who began his life as a bottle fed orphan calf,
and Wilber, a blind Hereford/Jersey mix. Junior the
donkey was born with a cleft palate that marked him for
euthanasia. His BFF is Jazzy, a pretty paint mare. Sandi
laughs as we pass them, observing, “Doesn’t matter what
you look like. You can still have a hot chick.”

Over the years, there have been many memorable
cases, often courtesy of Hood County Animal Control.
Demo, a Catahoula/beagle mix, was hit about a year and
a half ago by a truck pulling a trailer on Pearl Street in
Granbury. The truck kept going, and when Animal Con-
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trol arrived, there seemed only one option for a dog
with a shattered pelvis, hind legs all but flattened,
horrific road rash, and a jaw so broken that it hung
loose down his throat. Sandi recalls, “They had him
on the table and were about to put him down, and
then he wagged his tail. So they called me.”

Between Sandi and the several DVMs she keeps
on speed dial, Demo survived and now makes it
happily and handily on three legs and minus a lower
lip, scarred but unbowed. He has plenty of canine
company, like Forest, a big mixed breed who, if hu-
man, would probably register well up on the autism
scale. Sandi explains, “He won’t attack humans, but
he goes after inanimate objects. And he can’t handle
any change in his routine—the food bowl has to
be just were he’s used to finding it.” And Willow, a
seven-year-old white Great Dane whose owners gave
her up fearing harm to a new baby. She is another
product of careless breeding, congenitally blind and
deaf, but like all the animals here sleek, healthy, and
happy.

The time, money, and logistics involved in run-
ning an operation like this are always a challenge.
Initially, a business degree from Tarleton made San-
di a businesswoman. “I did nails for twenty years—

owned a nail salon and beauty supply store. Then I
opened a tanning salon—still have it. And that’s how
I funded this place. Now I've gotten us our 502(C)3.
Were 100% donation funded. My two businesses
pay my personal bills.”

But as much as it matters, money is no substitute
for hands on deck. Three volunteers and a part time
employee help keep up with the daily and infinite
details of life on this very unique farm. And then
there’s the cyber approach to supporting a cause.
“We’ve got 170,000 followers on Facebook, and
they’re all over the world.”

Facebook came to the rescue when Sonora, a
blind, pregnant mare, had to be transported from
Oklahoma. “Within minutes of posting, I had $600
in donations to cover getting her here. She gave
birth two weeks later, and I filmed and posted it, and
people were just blown away, they’d never seen that
before.” Sonora’s daughter, Starla, now serves as her
mother’s guide, to the delight of many. “People laugh
with us and cry with us.”

The many permanent residents of Last Chance
share their home with a rotating cast of guests. Ten
dogs came as hurricane refugees, five of which have
since been returned to their owners. And adoptions

4 T AT DV
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DID YOU KNOW?
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do take place; a deaf couple in
Waco applied to adopt a deaf
dog, and wound up taking
two.

But the needs of the ani-
mals receive first consider-
ation. Sandi introduces me
to a tiny, shy, very pregnant
dachshund who is one of the
remaining storm dogs. “If her
owners ask, I have to give her
back. But I hope they don’t
ask. She’s heartworm posi-
tive, and she’s been bred over
and over because her owners
want to make money off her.
I'd like to keep her here.”

There is always another
need and another success
and another possibility. In-
side the front gate, a building
has just been added to serve
as an onsite clinic. Next to
the main house, a donated
school bus awaits its res-
urrection. “It would be so
cool. We could do adoption
events, meet and greets, and
loan it out for emergencies. I
just need a mechanic to get it
running and someone to do

the remodeling.” Donations
have lately put a Tommy lift
on the back of the van that
made the run to Rockport in
the wake of Harvey, making
it much easier to load up large
animals. It would be nice to
find a grant writer willing
to donate their services. The
$13,000 just raised on North
Texas Giving Day will go
quickly; every three weeks, a
ton of horse feed is needed at
$850.00 a ton.

But there are no com-
plaints here. In the distance,
Comanche Peak stands
against the late summer sky
and Sandi glances at it, re-
marking of her overwhelm-
ingly contented charges,
“They don’t all come here
this way, but they get gentle.
I wonder if this isn’t like a sa-
cred place.” She adds, “We're
not a tourist attraction, we’re
a home. And were not out
there for money. But I'm rich
at heart from the smiles I get
from animals—they’re just
happy, happy, happy.” BLGL

WWW.SECONDCHANCEFARMGRANBURY.ORG
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PLANNING A GOLF OUTING?
LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT PLACE TO STAY & PLAY?

THE COTTAGE AT SUGAR TREE has everything you need. The beautifully restored
5 bed/2.5 bath Cottage is surrounded by the exclusive “Cottage Course” which includes 5 greens,
20 tee boxes, and a private driving range. Cottage guests enjoy unlimited private play on the
“Cottage Course” during their stay. Also included in the package is one round of play per day on
the award winning championship 18 hole course at SugarTree Golf Club.

For more information, please call the SugarTree Golf Club pro-shop at 817-341-1111.




Sugarlice, where the GOLF
begins and the city life ends!
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Membership Opportunities available now!!

251 SUGAR TREE DRIVE | LIPAN, TX 76462 | 817-341-1111
VISIT US AT WWW.SUGARTREEGOLF.COM

SugarTree Golf Club has been voted best of Weatherford, 4-straight years. Rated 4 stars by Golf Digest, Top-3 Favorite courses in
Texas by Texas Outside, a Texas top-10 Hidden Gem by Golf Texas.com, and #17 in the Metroplex by the Dallas Morning News



WITH HONOR,
COURAGE. &
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MEET THE WINNING GHS RIFLE TEAM

Connie Lewis Leonar d Layth Taylor



THE STUDENTS THAT MAKE UP
GRANBURY HIGH SCHOOL'S
RIFLE CLUB ARE LEARNING

IMPORTANT LIFE LESSONS LIKE
RESPONSIBILITY, RESPECT,

SAFETY, AND DETERMINATION.

AS IF THAT'S NOT ENOUGH

TO BE PROUD OF, THE
TEAM ALSO COMPETES
WITH THE TOP SHOOTERS
NATIONALLY AND
INTERNATIONALLY.

arine Corps Junior Reserve Officers
Training Corps, or MCJROTC for
short, may conjure up images of

@ screaming, yelling, and running. GHS
Rifle Club shatters that mold. The ten girls and two
boys who comprise the elite group want people to
know that the physically and emotionally demanding
sport is also fun. While many may assume it to be a
male sport, girls dominate the team because they tend
to mature at a younger age and are often better able to
meet the demanding mental concentration required.
At it’s core, MCJROTC is all about discipline and
safety.

Lieutenant Colonel Scott Casey (Ret.) has served
as the Senior Marine Instructor for the past six years.
While attending Caprock High School in Amarillo,
he participated as a member of the rifle team and col-
or guard. After graduating high school, he attended
college on a rifle scholarship and eventually graduat-
ed with a B.S. in Education from West Texas A&M.

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST
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MARINE
CORPS
JROTC
MISSION:

> TO DEVELOP
INFORMED AND
RESPONSIBLE
CITIZENS

> TO DEVELOP
LEADERSHIP

> TO BUILD
CHARACTER

>TO TEACH
ELEMENTS AND
REQUIREMENTS
FOR NATIONAL
SECURITY

> TO STRESS
DISCIPLINE

> TO RESPECT
AUTHORITY

> TO ENLIGHTEN
ABOUT
CAREER AND
EDUCATIONAL
CHOICES
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Girls dominate the team
because they are often
better able to meet

the demanding mental
concentration required.

Lt. Col. Casey honorably served the
Marines on foreign and home soil, re-
ceiving numerous awards and medals.
He retired in May of 2012 to take the po-
sition as Senior Marine Instructor with
GISD. He enjoys spending his spare time
with his wife and three children. For
him, it’s all about the kids. He explained,
“I love seeing the cadets grow in a sport
that I love.” And grow they have, both in
their sport and as individuals.

Ninth grader M’Leah Lambdin said,
“As a child growing up with two extreme-
ly athletic older sisters, I never really had
a group I fit into.” Then her grandfather
taught her to shoot. “The second my fin-
ger pulled the trigger, I knew I had found




what I loved. Being on the rifle team forc-
es you to be responsible. When everyone
is on break, we’re practicing, and there’s
nothing more rewarding than proving
our hard work is seen when we place at
matches.” She competed with The Inter-
national Team in Bristol, IN.

Allison Henry, a sophomore, said,
“Shooting offers so many opportunities
from simply satisfaction to scholarships.
Whenever I qualified for the Junior
Olympics as a freshman, I was over-
whelmed with excitement. This was the
match that really opened my eyes to my
potential in the sport. While I was at the
Olympic Training Center, I had the priv-
ilege of meeting other high school and

collegiate athletes. I also had the chance
to work with Matt Emmons, a three-time
Olympic gold medalist, and to meet the
2016 Olympic Gold Medalist, Ginny
Thrasher.” Allison’s experiences have led
her to set some exciting goals for herself,
“T've set my sights on making the podi-
um at the 2024 Paris Olympics”, she says.

Junior, Makenzie Sheflield said, “The
ultimate goal for any person that wants
to do well in their sport is to get to the
highest point, which for shooters is the
Olympics”. But she knows it won’t be
easy, “In order to get where I want to be
in life, I have to work for it—that’s how
I was raised. You can achieve so much
more by perfecting the little things that

LT. COL. CASEY HAS
WRITTEN GRANTS AND
RECEIVED $100,000
TO PURCHASE RIFLES,
SHOOTING JACKETS,
PANTS, AND FOR
OUTFITTING THE RIFLE
RANGE WITH ELECTRONIC
TARGETS, MAKING GHS
ONE OF THE BEST HIGH
SCHOOL RANGES IN
NORTH TEXAS.
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lead up to the big outcome you are wanting, because
if you try to focus on just the outcome, you will miss
alot of important ‘little details’ that help you achieve
the goal”.

Brittney Pinckard, a senior, said of the NRA
Nationals/International Team, “I learned a lot from
the range officers, match directors, other shooters,
parents, as well as myself. There is a lot to take away
from others to form your own preparation and
match routine”. Being on the Rifle Team has taught
her some valuable life lessons on perseverance,
“What you do in shooting applies to almost every-
thing you do in life. If you take a bad shot, you can
chose to let it affect you the rest of the match, or you
can move on and do the best you can with what you
have left. It’s all about making critical decisions and
improving yourself mentally”.

One of the two young men on the team, Jakob
Rankin, a junior, said, “Some benefits and rewards of
being on the rifle team are the opportunities to travel
and meet people. I've had the privilege to shoot at the
Civilian Marksmanship Program South Range in
Alabama; Camp Perry, Ohio; the TCU Rifle Range

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

and the Olympic Training Center in Colorado. Also,
our team was given a tour of the Murray State Rifle
Facilities by head Rifle Coach Alan Lollar. Another
benefit is physical fitness. Endurance is required in
shooting a simple 40-shot standing match, and espe-
cially in 60-shot standing matches and 3x20 matches
(20 shots in Prone, Standing and Kneeling).”

The core missions of the MCJROTC have clearly
made an impression on senior Trinity Hathaway. She
explained, “I've learned a lot over four years being on
the rifle team: Things don’t always turn out the way
you planned. There are no shortcuts to success. I've
known hardship in my shooting career. I have ques-
tioned myself as an athlete. I stand moving forward,
growing stronger. I will never forget the frustrating
days, for they have made me better on and off the
range. I want to thank my coach, my teammates and
friends, for they have molded me into the shooter I
am. I will make them proud and will never give less
than my best.”

Freshman Andrea Puga is looking forward to her
future on the team, “Being on the Rifle Team has
been a fun experience. The opportunity to shoot with



my team, which I see as a family, makes me happy. As a member
on the team, I will be facing a lot of challenges throughout the
journey, such as learning how to focus and concentrate, going
against other teams, going to finals and trying to be the best I
can. Hopefully this will help me reach my goal in the future by
getting a scholarship to college and making my parents proud of
me and my accomplishments.”

Elizabeth Plecity, a junior, has been active in Girl Scouts since
age five when she started as a Daisy. She is currently working
on her gold star project (Girl Scouts’ highest award). Elizabeth
danced competitively for eight years. In January, 2016, she was
invited to join the precision shooting team. She said farewell to
dance and hello to the Rifle Team! Elizabeth practices every day.
She is registered with the NCA A Eligibility Center and hopes to
shoot on a collegiate level with her eye on the 2024 Olympics.
After high school, Elizabeth would like to major in criminal
justice, commission into the Marine Corps and eventually work
at Homeland Security.

For many of the students, their rifle team days are far from
over. Kelcy McGrath said, “I have known since my freshman
year that I wanted to pursue and take rifle seriously. Around the
end of my sophomore year, I really started looking at schools to
narrow down where I wanted to go and what I was looking for in

THE GRANBURY HIGH
SCHOOL RANGE HOSTS:

> JROTC SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
MATCHES

> USAS PTO MATCHES

> ARMY MARKSMANSHIP UNIT
SECTIONALS

> CMP POSTAL MATCH

> NRA SECTIONALS

> AMERICAN LEGION SECTIONALS
> 4-H TRAINING

> SUMMER AIR RIFLE CAMPS

> MARKSMANSHIP TRAINING FOR OVER
100 CADETS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
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an education. Murray State University stuck out and
had everything I wanted. With Lt. Col. Casey’s help,
I was able to take an official visit to Murray State,
where I verbally committed to the coach of the rifle
team for the next four years of my career. Their team
is currently ranked third in the NCAA.”

Sophomore Clarissa Layland has gained valuable
life skills on the team, “Being a Rifle Team member
has more benefits than most people might think.
You learn how to solve problems on your own. In
football, if an athlete is having a bad day, the coach
can yell from the sidelines to give advice. In shoot-
ing, coaching on the line is against the rules, so if the
athlete doesn’t come off the line, their coach cannot
do anything. Getting off the line is a hassle, so it is
much easier to fix the problem you are having by
yourself. It teaches you to work through everything
without getting frustrated or annoyed.”

First year shooter Angel Mosco, a freshman, said,
“I joined the team because I want to prove to people
that what we do is really a challenge for us. I have
enjoyed the few months I've been on the team. It has
shown me great confidence and many ways to chal-
lenge myself as a person. I hope that within these
next few years what I have accomplished on the team
will bring me to getting a scholarship for college and
take me on a successful journey.”

Although the students certainly are maturing
as individuals through their experiences on the ri-
fle team, they also appreciate their teammates and
Lt. Col. Casey, who they say is a great teacher who

“BEING ON THE RIFLE TEAM
PRACTICALLY FORCES YOU TO
BE RESPONSIBLE. WITH THE
AMOUNT OF TIME WE COMMIT
AND STILL BEING INVOLVED
WITH COMMUNITY SERVICE,
OTHER EXTRA-CURRICULARS
AND KEEPING OUR GRADES
UP, WE LEARN VERY QUICKLY
JUST HOW IMPORTANT TIME
MANAGEMENT IS

- M'LEAH LAMBDIN

inspires and encourages his students. Peyton Smith
said, “I have had a lot of fun shooting in matches and
practices. I shot sporter rifles. Then I was introduced
into the precision rifles. Without my team and Lt.
Col. Casey, none of this would have happened. I
thank them all for welcoming me onto the team,
which is one of the best experiences I have had. We
are all like family, helping and companionship, and
that’s the most important thing to have within a
team. We all laugh and have a good time while we
shoot and work on the things to make us better
shooters.” MLGL
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~ HOMETOWN HAPPENINGS

Paranormal Expo
Historic Granbury Square
September 30 - October 1, 2017
Photography by The Seventh Lens

Locals and tourists alike flocked to the Historic Granbury
Square to kick off the Halloween season at the Sixth Annual
Granbury Paranormal Expo. This year's street festival
included paranormal, sci-fi, fantasy, horror, cosplay, and
nerd culture vendors and exhibits.

www.granburyparanormalexpo.com
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CAN YOU MAKE A
NARROW ESCAPE?

BIG CITY ENTERTAINMENT IN CRANBURY

Words by Martha Helton | Photography by The Seventh Lens

IF YOU LOVE TO
SOLVE PUZZLES,
PLAY STRATEGY
GAMES AND ARE
LOOKING FOR SOME

nspired by popular escape-the-room
video games, the first escape room
opened in the United States in 2012
and now there are over 1,750 loca-
tions. Locked for an hour in a themed
room, you are immersed in a different
world, cracking codes, discovering clues
and solving puzzles with up to seven of
your friends, family members and/or
coworkers to “escape” the locked room.

ADRENALINE- My curiosity piqued, my husband, son
and I decided to come out from behind
FILLE D' LIVE our screens at home and embark on a
fun-filled, real-life adventure.
ACTION Even “though I consider myself an
ENTERTAINMENT impatient, light-weight at using brain
[ ]

SIGN UP FOR
GRANBURY'’'S OWN
ESCAPE ROOM
ADVENTURE,
NARROW ESCAPE.

power for puzzle-solving, I felt secure
knowing my software engineer husband
and online gaming creator/ enthusiast
son would come through for me. Besides,
as a writer, I was the designated observer
in the group. When we arrived, we were
greeted by co-owners, Eric Wertz and
Ryan Toth. They directed us to watch a
video segment that explained the rules of
the game.
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Next, a door was opened and we
were ushered into a dark, cozy, burgun-
dy-colored room with all the delightful
elements of a 1920’s speakeasy, complete
with a bar, a corner booth and - of course
- lots of liquor “moonshine” bottles. The
overall scenario was that we were served
a tainted whiskey that knocks us out cold.
The bartender, too tired to move us, left
us passed out in a booth, but left a trail
of clues leading to his secret, high profile
exit. By following the clues, we would be
able to escape without alerting the police.

Because the room was watched via
surveillance camera, Eric explained
that we could sing a song or tell a joke
if we got stuck and a verbal clue would
be given. Well, that may be sooner rather
than later, I thought. Then Eric gave us
our first clue, he left and the timer over
the door started counting down from 60
minutes.

I looked around. The room was ex-
pertly designed with professional, realis-
tic props...notatalllike a cheesy, haunted

house experience, I surmised. We moved
uncertainly, but with heightened curios-
ity, clumsily rifling through everything
we could see on different surfaces. I was
a little nervous, but not knowing what to
expect was part of the fun and added to
the suspense. After wandering around
for a while with no luck, Eric gave us a
hint. Sure enough, we hit the jackpot—
our first clue solved. Cool!

Without giving away any spoilers,
clues can take the form of math prob-
lems, numbers, riddles, mysterious
symbols, word play, or sound or video
recordings. Some cool technology used
can be black lights, lasers, magnetic and
electric currents, or even Morse code.

With growing confidence after solv-
ing the first clue, we continued. Me,
the lazy problem-solver, would pipe up
periodically and say, “Let’s ask for help,”
to which my keen, sleuth partners would
both say in unison, “No, not yet.” Finally,
at one point they acquiesced and we sang
out loudly for a clue, “My country tis of
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thee, sweet land of liberty...”

Prior to Narrow Escape’s grand opening in Janu-
ary 2017, co-owner Eric Wertz had enjoyed a few es-
cape room experiences so much he invited his long-
time friends, Sarah Harvey Toth and her husband,
Ryan Toth, to “escape” as well. Ryan poo-pooed
the idea, thinking it would be lame—"some dinner
theater madness that we'd all regret.” Reluctantly, he
acquiesced and after that one momentous, immer-
sive adventure, they eagerly batted about the idea of
opening one themselves. A month later they signed
a lease. With the help of many family members and
friends, and “cashing in every favor ever owed to us,”
they finished in six months, only hiring out for the
few elements where a professional was needed.

“With the exception of one prop in our building,
they were all built on site. If it's electronic, Ryan
probably designed and built it. If it's mechanical,
then Eric (a former diesel mechanic) was the brains
behind it. Any of the paper props and puzzles were
made by me,” Sarah shared. “We worked day and
night to create something we are all extremely proud
of”

Especially noteworthy, considering the quality
and ingenuity that make up each escape room, is the

fact that the owners bypassed going the franchise
route. “We wanted to create something of our own
from scratch. The idea of buying a franchise to bring
to a small town just didn't make sense to us,” Sarah
explained. “Plus, we're all too hard-headed to let
someone else tell us how to do our jobs!”

Brainstorming with a few friends produced some
solid ideas for the room’s themes and stories. A vote
determined which two were going to make the cut.
Sal's Chop Shop started as a poke at Eric who, a
year earlier, had a motorcycle stolen from his house.
“Ryan proposed we make the players find the stolen
motorcycle at a chop shop to win the game as a joke.
It evolved into what it is now...your friend who steals
cars, gets locked up and needs a favor from you,”
Sarah explained.

The Speakeasy was actually written by one of
Sarah's co-workers at the time. “We fell in love with
the story and promised to give her credit if we used
it. So, Sally Stanfield, if you're reading this, “Thank
you!”, Sarah chuckled. “Not much was changed
from her original story either; we adapted it a bit to
fit the end of our game.”

As for ideas on the props and mechanical ele-
ments for the room, there was a lot of long nights re-
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searching, looking at available products,
brainstorming on what was or wasn't
possible, and plenty of discussion over
whether the props fit the theme or time
period involved. The two rooms are still
occasionally tweaked by adding more
puzzles and other brain twisters. “We
are constantly trying to adjust and make
improvements to make the game play as
exciting as possible,” said Eric.

The beginning of 2018, the friends will
unveil some totally new themed escape
rooms to replace the old. They opened a
mobile room to the public last summer,
but it was destroyed in a storm on July
4th weekend. Keep an eye out next year
for its return. “Ryan has been working on
a mystery game that involves a missing
private detective that we are all pretty ex-
cited about,” Sarah said.” He mentioned

creating it for two to four players which
would be perfect for date nights.”

Roughly 40% of groups make it out
of a room before the 60 minutes is up. If
time allows, they like to let the groups
finish out the game even if the timer has
expired. The record so far for solving an
escape room puzzle and escaping the
room goes to a group of middle school
teachers; they managed to get through
The Speakeasy in a short 43 minutes.

As for our Speakeasy escape, we did
ask for a few hints along the way, which
Eric happily provided. We made our
surprising escape—and even eluded the
police! Although, it was five minutes af-
ter the timer went off—sigh—we still had
a blast. We can’t wait to try Sal’s Chop
Shop and hope to include our two other
sons as well! MLGL

Visit www.narrowescaperooms.com for more details. k

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST

59




BUNDLES OF

60 LAKE GRANBURY LIVING



BUNDLES OF

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST 61



FAMILY

M= e

*=%rRe Berry' Family

R e s - -Ta SR Sl e - . . (Iéft to'right):
i R WP 2 | IECAR : Nk N aWSon, Seaton,

‘1B iiason, Elizabeth,

R L S ; A N VW oy g #karolina y Josefina

Peggy Purser Freeman

Adoption -

Layth Taylor

A Unique

and Blessed Bond

The labor pains of adoption last longer than natural
birth, but the rewards are just as wonderful.

or a family with two children, the adoption

of an infant became a slim possibility for

Doctors Jason and Elizabeth Berry. Yet, Eliz-

abeth longed for another child—a girl. Doc-
tor Elizabeth will tell you that adoption embraces
all the joys of childbirth and the pain. Even though
the labor pains of adoption last longer than a natural
birth, the rewards are just as wonderful.

"When our youngest son was about five years
old, Jason and I considered adoption,” Elizabeth
explained. "I was ready to have more children and
I really wanted a girl. However, Jason didn't want to
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go through the infant phase. We started researching,
looking into adoption and decided to look at foster-
ing as a way to adopt within Hood County. However,
as time passed, we hadn't finished the Foster to
Adopt classes or the endless paperwork.

It started with a simple post—a picture of twin
girls. A friend from church had adopted a child from
Ukraine and while visiting there, she came to love
many of the children. My friend pleaded for someone
to adopt the twins. When I saw their picture, I fell in
love at first glance. I picked up Lawson and Seaton
from school and asked them what they thought. By
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the time dad made it to dinner, we had already taken
a family vote to adopt the twin girls. Dad agreed.”

Jason and Elizabeth received information from
New Horizons for Children. The Christian orga-
nization arranged for the orphan children to visit
during holidays so that host families could show
love to them and encourage adoption. When you see
children in extreme need, heading toward danger,
everything else seems small and irrelevant.

"Having girls in the house is a huge blessing
for me. It's just amazing how God fashioned girls
and boys so differently. I pride myself on being the
sporty-boys' mom. The mom who is always up for
anything, but I can't tell you the joy of being be doted
on by my girls. They love me like girls love. They hug
a ton and laugh more. They paint so many pictures
that say, Tlove you." God is so good!

The integration of new family members can be
very difficult, and especially so when your siblings

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

are older and there's a language barrier. At twelve
and fifteen when we started the process, both boys
seemed eager to have sisters and spent about eleven
weeks with the girls during their host visits to the
U.S. Two years later the children love each other.
And yes, there are normal fights and fusses.”

Of course life changed for the twins and the Ber-
ry boys, however, it changed for Jason and Elizabeth
too. As a founder of the dental clinic at Ruth's Place
and president of its board, Doctor Elizabeth quickly
had to pass the responsibilities on to someone else.
She flew to Ukraine three times within four months.
The cost of adoption is high and the difficult process
is a full-time job. If you know the Berrys, you know
their love for others and caring support is a driving
force in our community.

“With four children, I no longer made it to every
event. I work constantly to help the girls settle into a
new family, language, church, and school. The most



difficult part for our girls has been American food
and language. Even though the girls are fluent in
Ukrainian, Russian, and now English, at age eight,
they basically received a first grade Ukrainian edu-
cation with the ability to read at a low level in Rus-
sian and Ukrainian. Their math level tested around
second grade. Once they arrived in the U.S., we were
busy learning English, which meant quickly forget-
ting Ukrainian and Russian. Research shows it takes
about a year to lose your native language, and so we
worked to keep all the languages. They're smart and
learning quickly. A great Christian school helps.”
When the Berrys adopted their girls, they didn't
live with their biological parents. Both parents were
gone before the twins could remember. However,
the girls had lived with their brother and maternal
grandmother. Unfortunately, the family seemed
ridden with alcohol addiction and the twins suffered
neglect. A plea to the courts from their brother re-

The first picture
Elizabeth saw

of the twin girls
(Josefina, Karolina)




Elizabeth and
Jason Berry offer
these suggestions
about adoption.

* Pray!

¢ Not everyone is meant
to adopt.

e There are so many
other ways to support
adoption.

¢ Know for sure
that you are set
up emotionally,
financially, and the
family stays balanced
while bringing more
children into your
home.

¢ We specifically
adopted girls.

¢ We specifically
adopted children
younger than our
biological children.

¢ Be smart about
adoption.

* We have seen so
many failed adoptions
which are truly such a
sad event.

* Read materials, watch
videos, talk with other
moms who have
adopted.

* Use self-control
to handle difficult
situations in the best
way possible.
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moved them from the home and they were placed in
the orphanage.

“We had the pleasure of meeting their grand-
mother and brother during the adoption process,
and continue to stay in contact with the brother.”
Dr. Elizabeth said. “The brother's so thankful that
the twins are well cared for and loved. He knew he
couldn't do it. In his own words, he said, 'T will have
my own family and I want the twins to have their
own family, too.” He now has his own family. “When
I reflect on adopting children from a foreign country
I have mixed emotions. I know my girls are better
off. They will have all the comforts of America. They
will be educated. They will be independent. They
will be self-supporting and have families of their
own who love the Lord and make a difference right
here in the U.S. My hope is that they will also be able
to visit Ukraine and make a difference there as well.”

Elizabeth reflects on how people living in a coun-
try like the United States often view adoption, “We
tend to look at it as if we're saving these children—
saving them from abusive parents, addicted parents,
terrible living conditions, little food, no education,
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Our girls are happy and greatly loved by our
extended family. Our boys have adjusted
to girls in the house. It's been an awesome
learning experience.

dangerous drugs, and child trafficking. But we don't
realize this is a family that they love—even through
the terrible circumstances. Adoption is an amazing
thing. It frees many biological parents from the re-
sponsibility they don't want and never did want. It
takes the guilt away from them knowing their chil-
dren will have a better life. But they suffer to watch
their families fall apart. I believe in the restoration of
the family if possible. I believe in providing the best
resources to make that happen. I believe God calls us
to step in and take children into our own families or
support others who do. .”

The Berry's have been blessed with a smooth
adoption and healthy children. Although they've
needed very little support, there's a plethora of
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resources available for adoptive parents. Help over-
flows in every direction from books, videos, friends,
the web, support groups, and churches.

“Our girls are happy and greatly loved by our ex-
tended family. Our boys have adjusted to girls in the
house. It's been an awesome learning experience. We
made this decision as a family and that God wants
us to help widows and orphans. I try to remember
they're teenage boys with two little sisters. What
teenage boy enjoys their little sisters on a daily basis?
I enjoy a special bond with our girls. They make me
tea when my head hurts, and they're always on my
side, 'the girls' side." The balance in our house is just
the best—three to three. I love it so much and I'm so
thankful for it!” MLGL
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STONEWATER CHURCH > GRANBURY CAMPUS

IGNITE IS STONEWATER
CHURCH'’S YEARLY
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

offering opportunities for women to grow in
their walk with the Lord and connect with other
women. Our 2018 theme is Who? with a focus on
Who God is and Who we are in Him. Lisa Harper
is the featured speaker with Ashley Wilkins and LISA HARPER ASHLEY WILKINS
StoneWater Worship. & STONEWATER WORSHIP

TER REGISTER NOW!

IGNITE.STONEWATERCHURCH.COM
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Outlaws Trading is a destination for the entire family with over 10,000 square feet of
shopping area with a blend of old and new merchandise from antique to unique!

GUNS, AMMO, HUNTING GEAR

Deer blinds * Holsters i
Hunting apparel ¢ Vortex Scopes. o
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FEED AND ANIMAL CARE

Bluebonnet feed
Horse tack
* Animal healthcare
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HOME GOODS AND GIFTS

e Rustic furniture

* Western home décor
e Metal stars

* Mexico pots

* Metal lawn décor
« Jewelry"

e« Cowhide rugs

* Blankets
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2535 W Hwy 377
Granbury TX, 76048
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PHILANTHROPY

A journey of a 1000 miles begins with a single step.

How to Get Involved

FEATURE EVENT:
Granbury Quilters Guild 2017 Quilt Show

October 20, 2017 | Historic First Presbyterian Church | 303 W Bridge St

The Quilters Guild's mission is to share the art of
quilting with the community and along the way help
the different charities.

Some of the charities and causes
that the Granbury Quilters
Guild has helped include:

¢ Ada Carey Shelter

* Nursing homes

* Habitat for Humanity

* Casa Quilts, Mission in Guatemala
* Tornado victims

¢ Fire victims

* Katrina victims

* Riley Stephen Memorial Fund

* Quilts of Valor for veterans

* Preemie quilts for Harris hospital
* Death of loved ones

¢ Hospital cheer quilts

* Prayer blankets

¢ Raffle quilts to raise money for church camp
¢ Brazos Pregnancy Center.
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The Granbury quilters had an idea when the group
visited the quilt show in Plantersville at St. Mary’s his-
toric church. They asked themselves - Couldn’t we do
the same thing in Granbury?

The Historic First Presbyterian Church will serve
as the perfect place for the show during the week-
end of the Harvest Moon Festival. Quilters Guild
members' quilts will be draped over the pews of the
church. The groups will also be selling quilted items
at the Historic Langdon Concert Hall. Special thanks
to First Presbyterian Church for donating the use
their facility and space.

The part is the show is free , but donations will
gladly be accepted to help with the Quilters Guild
charity projects.

Lucy Esposito | (817) 296-8186

PHILANTHROPY
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LOOKING FORWARD:

Philanthropic Happenings this Winter

Danny Wright at Granbury Live

Forward Training Center
New Granbury Live
6 PM Dinner, 7:30 PM Concert

Raffle, Christmas Music, Plated Dinner

Proceeds from this event will benefit
Forward Training Center, a Christ-cen-
tered organization made up of mentors
and educators that are replacing despair
and hopelessness to self-sufficiency
for women and men they serve by
breaking the cycle of generational
poverty and abuse in Hood County.
Danny Wright, concert pianist will

be accompanied by Ashely Blaine

on vocals, both joined by members

of the FW Symphony Orchestra. A
beautiful plated dinner will be catered
by Christina’s. VIP ticket holders will
have a chance to win their very own
Danny Wright composed song, valued
at $3,500. Graduates of Forward
Training Center will be in attendance.
www.forwardtrainingcenter.org or
www.thenewgranburylive.com

Hood County Christmas For
Children Volunteer Days
and Distribution Day

Hood County Reunion Grounds

Christmas for Children became a 501C3
organization in 1994 when leaders of the
community realized the need. Currently
the organization has a 15 person board
of directors, none of whom are compen-
sated for the time they volunteer. Hood
County Christmas for Children provide
for 2800 - 3200 local children each year.
The organization takes applications
through the school system and at
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Mission Granbury, Ruth’s Place and
through their website. Each child is
allowed to choose three items that
they would like for Christmas. Families
are able to request family items, like
a gaming system, a TV or computer.
For the past five years, Hood County
Christmas for Children has provided
beds and bedding to families in need,
as well as blankets for every child.
Thanks to the help of generous
donors, volunteers and the com-
munity, children in Hood County
wake up Christmas morning feeling
loved, and hopefully warm.

To volunteer or find out more:
www.christmasforchildren.org

Volunteer Appreciation Event

Hood County Courthouse
7 PM

Forward Training Center's second annu-
al volunteer appreciation event will take
place at the very top of Hood County

- the Hood County County Courthouse.
The public is welcome to attend this
appreciation event. State Representative
Mike Lang will be the guest speaker.
Forward Training Center’'s mission is

to educate, support, and inspire life
changing growth in men and women.
wwww.forwardtrainingcenter.org

Texas Heroes Foundation
Student History Fair
Acton Baptist Church, Acton Cemetery

The Texas Heroes Foundation invites
you to “Stroll Through Texas History”
on March 1st - 2nd, 2018 a the Acton
Baptist church from 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM.
Saturday, March 3rd the public is also

A journey of a 1000 miles begins with a single step.

invited to celebrate with us form 10:00
AM to 3:00 PM at the Acton Cemetery.
Meet Texas Heroes, portrayed by the
THF Team, partake in Elizabeth Crockett
Memorial Ceremony, make period crafts,
see black powder demonstrations, enjoy
period music & performing art winners,
view the Student History Fair, vote on
People's Choice Award and more. Take
your family to the flag display around
the Hood County courthouse and near
the Elizabeth Crockett Memorial in
Acton. Each flag is labeled with the
name of a hero who fought at the
Alamo for Texas Independence.

2018 Texas Heroes Foundation Student
History Fair Theme: “Conflict and
Compromise in Texas History ”

Awards - $200 best of show. Each
category each level: $100 first,

$50 second & $25 third and Group
Award $100 to be shared. We en-
courage choirs and other groups to
participate in group categories.

Senior Scholarship presented by

the Texas Heroes Foundation.

For more information visit www.
TexasHeroesFoundation.org

Don't see your
upcoming
event listed?

Email us at
info@greenfoxmarketing.net
We'd be glad to add
your event to our
website and Facebook page.




Christmastime in Granbury

The New Granbury
Live - Christmas Shows
During the month of December,
the Historic Granbury Square
turns into a magical playground
of holiday shopping, festive
spirit and merriment. The New
Granbury Live is no exception.
Catch any of these Christmas
shows to get in the spirit:

The Michael Hix Christmas
Party- DEC1-3

A Cowboy Christmas -
Dave Alexander and the
Young guns - DEC 8

Andy Meadows and his big
Band Christmas Show - DEC 9

Penny Gilley and Doug Allen
Nash Country Christmas - DEC 15

The Granbury Live Follies
Christmas Show - DEC 16 & 23

thenewgranburylive.com

November 24, 2017
Parade of Lights

Historic Granbury Square
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

A must-see holiday tradition, the
Annual Night of Lights Christmas
parade marks the official arrival
of Christmas with a colorful
line-up of beautifully deco-
rated parade entries winding
their way through Granbury’s
historic district. Be sure to
arrive early to get a front row
seat at this popular tradition.
granburysquare.com

Festive Happenings this Winter

December 1 & 2, 2017
34th Annual Granbury
- A Candlelight Tour
Historic Granbury Square
Friday 5 PM - 9 PM

Saturday 12 PM - 9 PM
Tickets $25 per person

The 34th Annual Candlelight
Tour will showcase Granbury’s

architecture, history and culture.

The tour provides attendees
with a rare opportunity for
guests to go inside the private
homes of some of Texas’ most

beautiful and historic residences.

www.granburyacan-
dlelighttour.com

December1-10, 2017

Nativity Display -

Away in a Manger
Concert Hall, Langdon Center
300 E. Bridge Street,
Granbury TX

This gift to the community
includes a display of over 1,000
Nativity sets from 87 countries
showing “The Birth of Christ
through the eyes of the World”
beautifully displayed for the
public. Included in the display
is a children’s play area, music
boxes and vintage sets.
granburysquare.com

November 25 -
December 21, 2017
Santa's House

Granbury Square Gazebo
Santa will be arriving after the
Granbury Parade on Granbury
Square November 24th, 2017
and go straight into his house.
From November 25th through

December 23rd the hours are:
Fridays - 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Saturdays - 10:00 AM to
12:00 PM, 2:00 PM to 4:00
PM and 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Sundays - 1:00 PM to 4:.00 PM
and 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
granburysquare.com

December 11, 2017

Brazos Chamber
Orchestra Christmas
Concert 2017

First United Methodist
Church in Granbury

7:30 - 9:00 PM

The Brazos Chamber Orchestra,
composed of musicians from the
DFW Metroplex, is a nonprofit
organization, founded in the

fall of 1998, currently in it’s

19th year of free concerts. The
group plays an eclectic blend
of orchestral music, including
Classical, Big Band, Movie
Tunes, Americana and Pop..
www.brazoscham-
berorchestra.org

Granbury Theatre
Company

at the Granbury
Opera House

The Granbury Theatre Company
is proud to present Disney's
Beauty and the Beast - The
Broadway Musical from No-
vember 17 - December 23, 2017.
After Christmas is over, Theatre
patrons can enjoy Frank and Liza
- A New Year's Special Event

on December 30th and 31st.
granburytheatrecompany.org
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HOMETOWN HAPPENINGS

Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts

Granbury Square
October 21 - 22, 2017
Photography by The Seventh Lens

This festival of the arts, supported by the Granbury Arts
Alliance and Historic Granbury Merchants Association,
has been a staple event on the Granbury Square for 39
years. The fun-filled weekend included the work of over 80
artists. The wide array of artists displayed contemporary
works, fine art, sculpture, hand crafted jewelry, and others.
Hands-on project booths for kids were another big hit of
the weekend.
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Caregiver
Compassion

Fatigue is Real.

Let the Respite Team at

Quail Park help you take
care of your loved ones

anytime.

Quail Park...Your Peace of
Mind Experts

682.498.3190

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

Quail Park of Granbury

www.QuailParkofGranbury.com/Living
2300 Paluxy Highway | Granbury, TX 76048 | & &,
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Mindful
Hoarding
and the
Power of No

Words by Tui Snider | Photography by Righteous Photography

Local artist, Elise Techentine’s recipe for living
a creative life, and the surprising things she
learned from a year of saying, ‘no.’

hile browsing along Granbury’s town square,
shopkeepers asked what brought me to town.
“I'm here to interview Elise Techentine,” I told
them.

“Oh, the artist gal!” one exclaimed. “Youre going to love her.”

“She keeps the arts scene fresh and friendly,” said another.
“Not snooty, like some places.” And so it went. Everyone on the
square seemed to know Elise Techentine and feel grateful for her
presence in the local arts community.

I first met this creative dynamo last summer when I spent a
couple weeks in Granbury as Writer-in-Residence for Tarleton
State University’s Langdon Review. Even then, her reputation
preceded her. “Have you met Elise?” people kept asking. “You
need to meet Elise!”

So just who is Elise Techentine and how has she kept Gran-
bury’s arts scene “fresh and friendly”? We recently met at Para-
dise Bistro for a lively conversation about her art and life.
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"As a mom, wife,

art advocate, and
someone who sees
potential in the com-

munity, | said ‘yes’
to everything for a
very long time. | felt
like this was my year
to say ‘no’ to every-

80

thing - so | did.”

- Elise Techentine
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While not a native Texas, Elise
Techentine’s Granbury roots stretch back
to 1991 when she moved here with her
husband, George, and their two young
children. Despite having a nursing de-
gree, once in Granbury she never sought
a career in that field. Her husband’s job
at Comanche Peak Nuclear Power Plant
allowed her to pursue creative endeavors
while being a full-time mom. According
to Techentine, “I often say that George is
the best artist patron ever.”

Even so, Techentine never set out
to “become an artist.” She didn’t need
to. Creativity is integral to her being;
it just bubbles up naturally. Nor is her
creative spirit limited to her art work.
For Techentine, every aspect of life is
better when imbued with creativity, from
dressing, to cooking, to raising kids, to
life in general. “To me, there’s no ‘being
an artist.” It’s just living a creative life,”
she explained. “It’s what I do.”

Case in point: when I complimented
her beautiful shirt, Elise quickly related

how she used rust to create the batik-like
print, before adding sparkly antique
buttons, and topping it off with a hand-
stitched trim. “This shirt is going to
change over time,” she continued, “just
like a person. I love that. Rust is a living
thing.”

Techentine credits her parents for her
hands-on approach to life and art. Her
appreciation for antiques comes from her
father, while her mother’s practicality
taught her how to put those items to use.
“Dad likes the history of an old thing.
He’s always bringing them home. Mom
knows how to make old things useful, so
between the two of them, I learned.”

Techentine grew up steeped in his-
tory, and feels a deep connection to the
legacy of places and objects. “I'm the only
one in my family living west of the Mis-
sissippi,” she says. “The rest are in South
Carolina. Our family there goes back 400
years.”

In contrast to her tactile approach to
life, Elise’s husband, an engineer, is quite



methodical. “If you ask us to do the same thing,
George can spend 10 hours planning, and then get
it right the first time. I spend those exact same 10
hours doing it wrong 100 times,” she said with a
laugh, “but I have fun and learn new things along
the way.”

Although she started off making pottery, Elise
Techentine is best-known for her assemblage, sculp-
tures created by combining, and in many cases alter-
ing, various found items. “Assemblage is like collage,
but using objects instead of paper,” she explained. “I
didn’t even know what it was when I started,” she
added with a laugh. “It was just the best way to tell
my stories, visually.”

Each one of these assemblage pieces has a story
behind it, a theme from her own life. While she
doesn’t make the details of these stories public, Elise
often shares them with her little sister during video
phone calls. Because her work is her autobiography,
Elise is meticulous about having her pieces profes-
sionally photographed. “There’s a story behind each
one,” she says. “They’re all me.”

Elise completes roughly one piece per month,
and as the work progresses, she often feels a cre-
ative high, especially towards the end. “I can get

"Sometimes, | use
“whateyer | have
- lyihgaround to
s rweigh déwn the
. Wnetal pieces so they
¥ " make better contact
.:‘:;}"'wi'fh the fabric.

#5 “‘Sometimes.they
pick up rust prints
too, which gives
me more‘ideas!

HOMETOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST 81



82

obsessed,” she explains. “Even if I want to go home
and have dinner, sometimes the piece just has to get
done, so I stay late at my studio.”

While Techentine’s pieces are highly personal,
she doesn’t expect viewers to respond or connect to
them in a specific way. “It’s sometimes hard for peo-
ple to see what I do as art,” she said. “But I do hope it
makes people see ordinary objects differently.”

Techentine enjoys being a “fly on the wall” at gal-
lery openings, so she rarely wears a nametag. “If they
know I'm the artist, it often stifles viewers,” she said.
“Honest feelings are better than polite remarks.”
She wants people to feel comfortable enough to say
what they really think and feel. “Even if it’s simply,
“That’s weird!’ or “That’s creepy!” at least it’s an honest
reaction.”

In 1997, Elise rented an old building in Granbury
to showcase her assemblage. It was an impulsive
move but, “It was time to get out there,” Techentine
explained. “I believe it’s not really art until people
see it.”

It didn’t take long for Techentine’s following to
grow, and in 99 or 2000 (she’s not sure which) she
got a fateful phone call from fellow artist, Carol
McKay, who said, “I hear you do assemblage.”

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING




This was news to Techentine. “Carol

is the one who let me know my stuff has
an actual name,” she said with a laugh.
Even better, McKay invited Elise to take
part in a group show at Gallery 206.
Things took off from there.

After closing her store in 2002, Elise
participated in Texas Antiques Week in
Round Top/Warrenton, Texas. Under
the pseudonym “purplegoat,” Techentine
gained a loyal following at that twice
yearly mega flea market.

In 2014, Elise curated a pop-up
gallery space for the Granbury Theatre
Company and the City of Granbury.
There, she used her “mindful hoarding”
expertise to create a thriving space for
both established and emerging regional
artists. Plus, proceeds from the art sales
generated much-needed revenue for the
local theater group.

From 2014 through 2016, Techentine
served as director for Granbury’s Har-
vest Moon Festival of the Arts. When
Elise took the helm, this annual event

had strayed from its original intent of
showcasing handmade items and region-
al art. Techentine’s invitation came with
a directive to steer the event back to its
roots. Now in its 39th year, the Harvest
Moon Festival is thriving once again as
a juried arts event featuring fine art and
contemporary craft.

From 2014 through 2015, Techentine
served as art coordinator for another
popular annual celebration, the Gran-
bury Wine Walk. In 2015, she was the
featured artist in Coleman, Texas at an
event where she gave a talk and, in true
Techentine-style, led a hands-on work-
shop.

Along the way, Techentine earned nu-
merous accolades and awards, including
the Spirit of Texas Brownwood Sculpture
award in both 2015 and 2017. In 2016, she
earned two Best of Show awards, one at
Brownwood’s Spirit of Texas show, and
another at Rio Brazos in Granbury.

Recently, however, Techentine felt a
creative shift. Just as in 1997, when she

Elise checks the
metal pieces she
placed a few days
earlier are leaving
the marks she is
hoping for. "l almost
never toss anything!
These metal curly
qg’'s are the cut out
pieces from a plasma
cutting project a
few years ago.
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“What it represents to me, those teapots: is a
pouring out and a receiving. I think I'm ready
for that. I think I'm ready for a cup of tea.”

felt compelled to open a store, in 2017 Techentine’s
creative spirit urged her to scale back. “As a mom,
wife, art advocate, and someone who sees potential
in the community, I said ‘yes” to everything for a
very long time,” she said. “I felt like this was my year
to say ‘no’ to everything - so I did.”

While Techentine found it liberating to say ‘no,
she was surprised when the art world responded
by saying ‘no’ right back. After a steady rhythm of
participating in 8 to 10 juried shows each year, “This
year, I had six show rejections in a row,” Techentine
said. As any artist knows, rejection comes with the
territory. “I'm OK with rejections,” she added. “But
six in a row? It made me question myself.”

The experience caused Techentine to take a hard
look at each piece she submitted, after which she
concluded that she would not have done anything
differently. So while this string of rejections wasn’t
exactly fun, the experience helped reaffirm her ar-
tistic integrity.

All this free time led to a joyous summer for
Techentine. “Each day felt just like when the kids

were little and out of school.” Participating in fewer
gallery shows means she can hop down creative rab-
bit trails without worrying about deadlines. Her cre-
ativity is thriving as she explores new methods and
techniques without the pressure of strict timelines.

While she isn’t sure exactly where it will take
her, Techentine is feeling another creative shift. Her
most recent pieces explore balance, with the stories
behind them related to her many roles in life, espe-
cially as wife, mother, and art advocate. This Sep-
tember, for instance, she has a solo exhibit at Raw
1899 in San Angelo called “Finding Balance in the
Unknown.”

So what’s next for Elise Techentine? Will 2018 be
another year of saying ‘no’?

Techentine’s not sure but she did reveal that,
“The other night, I had crazy dreams about teapots.”
When I asked how those teapots would translate
into her art, she replied, “What it represents to me,
those teapots: is a pouring out and a receiving. I
think I'm ready for that. I think I'm ready for a cup
of tea.” MLGL
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~ HOMETOWN HAPPENINGS

Rubbish Revival Girls Night Out

Rubbish Revival | 309 Western Hills Trail, Granbury, TX76048

September 16, 2017
Photography provided by Misty Marsh

The popular antique, refinished furniture and home decor
store stayed open late for fellowship, cheesecakes and wine
during the Girl's Night Out event. An India Hicks Ambassador
joined the group to show the latest collections. Guests
enjoyed wine, provided by Poppin' Bottles Granbury and
cheesecake parfaits were provided by Cheesecake Nation
Granbury. @RubbishRevivalTx on Facebook

86 LAKE GRANBURY LIVING




Medicine « Laser « Surgery « Dentistry « Radiology « Ultrasound « Boarding « Grooming
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Now offering Acupuncture and Chiropractics

817.326.6262 nLikeusonFacebook

5700 East HWY 377, Granbury | allcreaturesgranbury.com
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DENTAL ASSOCIATES

Elizabeth Berry, DDS, FAGD | Jason Berry, DDS, FAGD

GET THE

YOU DESERVE.
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» Complete Eye Exams
= Cataract Co-management
» Glaucoma Evaluations
» Diabetic Evaluations
= Fye Emergencies

= Contact Lens Fittings

1101 Water’s Edge Drive | Granbury
817.579.7933
granburyeyecare.com

Dr. Bruce Wadley
Dr. Timothy Bowers

Therapeutic Optometrists

= LASIK Consultations
= Large Frame Selection
= On-Site Lab for Fast Repairs

= Insurance Welcome

Complele_cye Care
Your_Enillree. Family Can Tuuol.

BESt ol Y2017

HoodCounty

G

Electric, Inc.

Residential | Commercial | Industrial

..!h";*‘

Locally Owned And Operated Since 1986

817227977777

www.ggelectricservice.com

HoodCounty
%* 2017

Celebrating 30+ years in Granbury

Danny Garrett

3805 Weatherford Hwy. (hwys1north), Granbury, Texas
- Terry L Taylor

email: gg@ggelectricservice.com
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TROY VINSON
W JEWELERS

O hat betbor tme to ge mgagm’
than the Cistras seasen!!/

Oh maybe the question to ask.
ﬂawwb 5 diamend

401 E Hwy 377

Granbury TX 76048 817-573-7881

Picture yourself home.

Let us help you get there. From planning to signing,
we’ll be with you every step of the way.

Home loans just became even more affordable:

e 100% financing available e Guild 1% Down Loan program

e FHA financing with 580 FICO e First-time homebuyer programs
minimum credit score and a e Cancellable, reduced mortgage
max LTV/CLTV of 96.5% insurance

Contact our Loan Officers today for your free consultation!

Rachel Crider Scott Bradley Zach Walters Mary Dacus

M: 817.279.3717 M: 817.219.1459 M: 817.279.2099 M: 817.692.2080

rcrider@guildmortgage.net  sbradley@guildmortgage.net zwalters@guildmortgage.net mdacus@guildmortgage.net

Apply Online | mortgage-tx.com Visit Our Branch | Granbury Branch | 3324 E. Hwy. 377 | Granbury, TX 76049 G u I 'd
Guild Mortgage Company is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. All loans subject to underwriter approval; terms and conditions may apply. Subject to change

without notice. Loan Officers: Rachel Crider NMLS #1298611, Scott Bradley NMLS #374892, Zach Walters NMLS #1522664, Mary Dacus NMLS #540353. m o r t g a g e
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The Seventh Lens
@00000®

Stylized Promotional Photography

Jennifer Asante-Wiredu
817-559-7200
jenniferk_2002@msn.com
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mﬂ N Did you know?

We All Need

a Little Extra

“ H el p"o.- !__J tera :Ej
IN-HOME SENIOR CARE Consulting

5Pcciaftica

-Bathing, Grooming -Meal Preparation &
& Hygiene Meal Delivery

Assistance -Light Housekeeping 4-

-Companionship -Medication lPut[ﬂg the keysm hlE[ﬂ[YWﬂhlﬂ [ea{h‘

-Transportation Reminders
Assistance

-Continued Exercise
-Grocery Shopping & & Strength Building

Errand Assistance Programs Specio“ziﬁg |ﬂ

Dyslexia Screening and Consultation
817-773-5818 One on one Dyslexia Tutoring
www.TheHelpPrivateCare.com

201 E. Pearl Street | Suite C-106 | Granbury, Texas 76048 1001 Paluxy Hwy, Granbury | 682.936.2222
khaggard@literacyconsultingspecialties.com

LAW OFFICE OF

Daniel P. Webb

danielpwebb.com | 106 S. Jones Street | Granbury, Texas 76048

ATTORNEYS: TESTED.

Daniel Webb Bdtife | TRUSTED.
Board Certified in Family Law
Thompsoaneuters Supe¥ Lawyer EXPERIENCED o

Rising Star from 2012- Present

: 105 CALL TODAY
Katie Williams 817.408.3541

FAMILY LAW ¢ CIVIL LITIGATION o CRIMINAL DEFENSE



LOVE + MARRIAGE ’

92

Honest Answers

to a Facebook
Questionnaire

Words by Dena Dyer

t was close to Mother’s Day,

and I mindlessly cruised

through my Facebook feed,

chuckling at silly dog me-
mes and cringing at a friend’s
post-surgery pic (don’t you love
the “hide” and “unfollow” func-
tions?). With a feeling of dread,
I realized I'd been tagged in a
questionnaire (“All About Your
Firstborn”). Sigh.

Y’all, Facebook used to be
fun. It was a diversion from
work, not another place to juggle
responsibilities and expectations.
And who started the question-
naire trend? Am I the only person

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

who doesn’t want to participate? I
think not.

So I almost scrolled on by,
but then I stopped. What would
happen, I wondered, if I were
ruthlessly honest in my replies?
After all, 'm a mother of two
teenage sons, so I have the lux-
uries of time, perspective, and
experience when I look back on
their newborn and toddler years.
And while I miss the chubby feet
I used to nibble on during bath
time, I do not, in any realm of
the imagination, miss the utter
exhaustion I felt so often when
the boys were small. Nor do I

miss the post-partum depression
I suffered during my first crack at
parenting.

I wish someone had warned
me of the down side of being
a mom, although I probably
wouldn’t have listened. I wanted
to wear the “mother” hat so badly
that I set myself up for a big fall. I
had way-too-high expectations of
both myself and my infant, and I
paid the price.

And while I didn’t answer my
friend’s queries honestly on Face-
book, I decided to do the next best
thing...and submit a facsimile to
my editor.



1. WERE YOU MARRIED?

Yes—but we still had no business being
parents. Why was there hundreds of
hours of instruction required to get your
license, while there was no mandatory
parenting classes in order to take our
son home from the hospital? What kind
of upside-down world do we live in?!

2.DID YOU HAVE AN EPIDURAL?

Let me put it this way...if | could have
had the epidural in the car on the way
to the emergency room, | would have.

3. WERE YOU INDUCED?

None of your business, as are
most of these questions.

4. HOW OLD WERE YOU?

Too old to care whether | had a “natural”
birth or not. To me, a natural birth is

one in which you’re oblivious to pain
and can leisurely watch television in

a quiet room until it’s time to push.

5. HOW DID YOU FIND OUT?

| couldn’t stop peeing every two minutes.

ALL ABOUT YOUR FIRSTBORN

6. DID YOU WANT TO FIND
OUT THE GENDER?

Yes. | have about as much patience
as Kanye does during award shows.

7. DID YOU HAVE
MORNING SICKNESS?

Listen...I want to find the people who
decided to coin the term and strangle
them. Because | had all-day sickness.
For NINE MONTHS. Can you tell I'm
not a woman who enjoyed every
minute of her pregnancy? It was
worth it, because a son is a blessing...
but hello! All-day sickness, you are
not a pregnant woman’s friend.

8. WHAT DID YOU CRAVE?

Anything and everything.
Thus, the answer to #9.

9. HOW MANY POUNDS
DID YOU GAIN?

The only people who know this
number are the tight-lipped Ob/
Gyn nurse and me. Suffice it to say,
| will only give up this answer a)

on my deathbed, or b) never.
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10. WHAT WAS THE
SEX OF THE BABY?

Male, God love him. And my house
has been smelly ever since!

1. WHERE DID YOU
GIVE BIRTH?

Who cares? My pregnancy and
labor were over. | could have given
birth in an alley and it would have
been fine with me, as long as the
epidural-giver guy was there, too.

12. HOW MANY HOURS
WERE YOU IN LABOR?

Too many.

13. HOW MUCH DID
YOUR BABY WEIGH?

6lb 130z. And then it took two
years to lose the extra pounds
I’d put on, but | digress.

14. WHAT DID YOU
NAME THE BABY?

His name is Jordan, but since we’d never
had a baby and we joyfully “parented”

a dog for several years, we have
accidentally called Jordan by the dog’s
name more times than | care to admit.

94 LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

15. HOW OLD IS YOUR
BABY TODAY?

Nineteen. He’s in college now, and
I’m tearing up as | type this, just like

| did throughout my pregnancy. The
only good things about these months
after the semi-empty nest: no weight
gain, no all-day sickness, and no
sleeplessness at the end of it all. At
least I'm hoping that’s the case.

About Dena

Dena Dyer is a professional writer
and speaker, as well as the author of
eight books and hundreds of articles.
Her most recent book, written with
her husband Carey, is Love at First
Fight: 52 Story-Based Meditations for
Married Couples. In her day job, Dena
is the Director of Education for Brazos
Pregnancy Center. She and Carey have
been married nineteen wonderful
years, and a couple more they don’t
talk about. They live in Granbury with
their two sons (jordan and Jackson)
and a spoiled dog, Princess. Dena love
coffee with hazelnut creamer, travel-
ing, reading, shopping at thrift stores,
and watching British television.
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Christian Brothers

AUTOMOTIVE

Complete automotive repair and service
2 year / 24,000 mile nationwide warranty

Service all makes and models
Domestic and import vehicles
Most extended warranties honored

State inspections offered

Free courtesy shuttle service P
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]

Nice difference.®

Commercial & Lifestyle Photographer
Studio - Granbury Square Plaza

817.209.4852
shad@shadramsey.com
shadramsey.com

Mon - Fri: 7am — 6pm  Sat & Sun: Closed
3809 E US Highway 377 (Across from HEB), Granbury, TX
(817) 573-3911 /| www.cbac.com/granbury

STRATEGIC
MARKETING
PARTNER GREENEOX

MARKETING SOLUTIONS

GREENFOXMARKETING.NET
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MY EARLY LIFE TAUGHT
ME A GREAT DEAL ABOUT
HUMILITY AND GRATITUDE.

I had every reason not to succeed. Due to the ram-
ification of my parents divorce, I grew up in a one
bedroom apartment in a low income part of Dallas.
In school my grades weren't great. In fact, my favorite
class was lunch, which is probably why I weighed well
over 300 pounds during my teenage years.

A turning point in my life was when I began play-
ing Rugby during my junior year of high school. I was
quickly appointed as team captain and learned what
being a leader felt like for the first time in my life. Our
team went on to win state, the western championship,
and place third in the nation. Those successes earned
me an invite to try out for the Under 19 USA National
Team. I qualified for the developmental squad, then
went on to compete at the Mall in Washington, DC.

I felt encouraged to seek more opportunities to lead
and a calling to Granbury led me to be a part of start-
ing StoneWater Church. I quickly realized, equipped
with God’s grace, I could accomplish anything I put
my mind to.

To start, I was the first person in my family to at-
tend and graduate from a university. While attending

LAKE GRANBURY LIVING

Tarleton State University, I met my wife, Ashley. We
have three handsome and energetic boys all under the
age of six.

Our lives together evolved, and the need to provide
for my family grew. God showed me that the next step
in my life would be to open a local marketing com-
pany, enter GreenFox. Inspired in part by a rapidly
growing church family and congregation over the last
12 years, I rose to the challenge. Our very first client
was sportsman Barry Stokes, featured in this issue of
Lake Granbury Living.

My wife grew up at a Stephenville pace, while I
was used to the hustle of Dallas. We love the medium
paced lifestyle of Granbury. It is a good middle ground
for my family and me. Together with my church fam-
ily and GreenFox, this publication gives another great
avenue to be a part of this incredible place.

Just how people think of Nashville as the music
city, I want people to think of Granbury as some-
thing special too, and I aim to have GreenFox and
Lake Granbury Living contribute to that effort. I look
forward to uncovering the abundant stories and raw
talent here, as well as upholding the great history of

our community.

Eric Wilkins, CEO



Receive a Complimntury
Teeth Whitening Kit - $49 New |
Patient Exam

$299 va | ue Includes Doctor Exam

with this coupon, new patients only Do
teeth whitening requires exam and x-rays o and X RCIYS

limit one certificate per household i i Not valid with insurance or any other offer |
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Ar Lakeviews Dental sar
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quality dental care.
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Call Us Today!
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